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Introduction            

 

Dear pupils, parents/carers and community friends,  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all hope you enjoyed the recent holiday and wish you every best wish for the coming year.  
 

 

Health and safety 
 

 

UNCRC Article 19: Children should be safe from harm. 
UNCRC Article 24: Every child has the right to the best possible health. 

 

Communication with school staff 

We have had a number of incidents where parents/carers have spoken to school staff inappropriately, 

both content (eg swearing) or tone of voice. Please can all members of our community be kindly reminded 

that school staff have the right to work without the fear of abuse or assault whether physical or verbal.  

Your support with this mater is greatly appreciated.  

 

 

School news                    

 

UNCRC Article 28: Children should be able to go to school. 
 

Friday 23rd January, 9.30am: Scottish themed assembly 

All classes are participating in Scottish week by learning about different 

aspects of Scotland including Sottish artists. Work will soon be displayed in 

the Assembly Hall. To conclude the week, all cases will participate in Friday’s 

assembly to which all community members are invited and welcome to attend.   

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 27th January Burns Supper - Change to menu 

As part of Scotland’s National Year of Food & Drink, the kitchen will be taking 

part in National Burns Supper. This will take place on be Tuesday 27th January. It 

will mean replacing the main dish for that day with Haggis, Neeps & Tatties. (It 

should be spaghetti Bolognese). 

 

Sunday 22nd February Thinking Day 

For any Brownies, Girl guides, Beavers and Scouts within our community, we 

hope you enjoy World thinking Day on Sunday 22nd February. Children at our 

school in these organisations are welcome to wear their respective uniforms 

on Monday 23rd February should they wish.  

 

Class assemblies 

There are a number of class assemblies taking place this term, showcasing pupil learning. All members of 

the community are welcome to attend. Start times for all is 9.30am refreshments available from 9:00am. 

Dates as follows: 

 

Class Date 

Scottish Week 23rd  January 2015 

Primary 2 6th February 2015 

UNICEF Day for Change 13th February 2015 

Primary 5 27th February 2015 

 

Infant nativity 

Congratulations to all members of P1 – 3 who took part in our Nativity at the end of term. Everyone was 

tremendous, with particular thanks to P1s who took to the stage for the first time at primary school. 

Thank you too to all members of staff who did so many things to make the performances so professional.  

 

Christmas lunch 

Huge thanks to Audrey and her hardworking team of staff in the kitchen for preparing and serving our 

school Christmas dinner at the end of term.  

 

Feedback from Mr. Hayes 

We welcomed Mr. Hayes to our school last week, who is the Church of Scotland 

representative on Midlothian Council’s Cabinet. He was welcomed to our school by Iona, 

Demi – Leigh, Josh and Cole, and then given a tour of the school including visits to P1b, 

P/3 and P7. Following his visit, he gave this feedback: 

 

I just have to express how exceptional was today’s visit to Mayfield Primary. I was 
greeted by Josh, Cole, Demi - Leigh and Iona – four P7s. and Mrs MacFarlane; the youngsters did a major 
portion of the tour. The whole tour was exceedingly well managed. I must say that this has been the first 
school to do this and it was most impressive and enjoyable. Top marks to Mayfield Primary! 
 
New Website address 

 

Please note our website has moved you can now keep up to date with all school news at:  

http://edublog.mgfl.net/mayfieldps 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Feedback on the use of the playground 

UNCRC Article 31: Every child has the right to play. 
As a result so parent/carer comments regarding our playground being mixed, we have undertaken a survey 

with pupils, staff and parents/carers to ascertain current opinion. The results are as follows, to the 

question: Do you think the playground should remain mixed for all age groups?: 

 

1. Pupils 

 

Classes wanting mixed (total children) Classes wanting separate (total children) 

8 (125) 1 (45) 

 

NB In one class, there was an even vote 

 

2. Parents/carers 

 

Number of parents/carers saying yes Number of parents/carers saying No 

22 28 

 

3. Staff 

 

Number of staff  saying yes Number of staff saying No 

19 3 

 

4. Reasons for choices from all stakeholders 

 

Remaining mixed Being separate 

 Builds confidence 

 Can play with older siblings and other relatives – 

less scary for younger children 

 Enjoy the freedom 

 My child prefers it 

 Can play with all ages 

 Interaction and friendship between pupils of 

different ages 

 Younger can approach older if needed 

 Older can look after younger 

 Helps new children, including P1s, settle into 

school  

 Separation can have a negative impact on 

confidence 

 More space to keep away from children where 

conflicts exists 

 Children can have benefit of all areas and 

activities 

 Play with older friends 

 Play with older siblings – we’d be sad if we 

 Older children can be too rough and swear 

 Younger influenced by older 

 My child finds it intimidating 

 My child can’t find her group of friends 

 Children can get hit by balls 

 Younger children get hurt 

 Younger children get picked on 

 Better for children to mingle with own age 

group 

 Give time for younger to get used to playground 

and children their own age 

 Not safe 

 Less chance younger being bullied by older 

 Older too rough 

 Worried re child getting knocked over 

 2 accidents, 2 deliberate since August 

 Older children like to test their limits 

 Adults can keep a closer eye on younger 

 Should be with own age group only 

 Younger children find it hard to get to their line 



couldn’t play with our siblings 

 Everyone plays together 

 I like to play in both playgrounds 

 The big playground has more space 

 Make more friends 

 Everybody is nice to you 

 If you need help, a P7 can solve your problem 

 We like to boat and the big playground 

 The big playground has hiding places 

 We like the grass 

 We like having more people to play with 

 It’s good to share facilities e.g. benches and 

boat 

 It’s fairer 

 If wee ones fall, we can help them 

 Older children can be role models 

 More Learning Assistants 

as bell rings 

 More room in infants if children not there  

 Hard to play in infants if big children there 

 Frightened of being hurt – might get pushed 

 Safer 

 Other children can be annoying – wee ones 

chase us around 

 I want to play with my own fiends and not be 

annoyed by my sibling 

 Infants are bullied by older pupils 

 Playground too crowded 

 Wee ones can run out of the gates 

 

As a result of the consultation, the playground will remain mixed. However, the following solutions will be 

or have been, introduced: 

 Charter on playtimes including reminders to all children to play safely. 

 Reminders in assembly to play safely. 

 Investment in playground equipment and replenish when stocks become low. 

 Reinstatement of MUGA on Monday and Tuesdays. 

 P1 children stay separate until October break.  

 Playground games taught to P6, who can then support all children with purposeful activity 

 Book box available for children who like quieter past times.  

 Children will be reminded about appropriate play either individually or as a school as 

and when necessary.  

 

NB Playground alterations will take place in the spring using Big Lottery funding, which 

will transform how the playground is used.  

 

Wet weather playtimes 

We aim to allow children out to play, including in snow (as long as it is not icy underfoot) and in light rain. 

Please ensure you child attends school in appropriate outdoor clothing. Wellies can also be brought to 

school and changed for indoor footwear if necessary.  

 

 

Christmas carol in Spanish 

At the end of late term, P7s pupils learnt to sing a carol in Spanish, which was then recorded with the 

hope it would be played on the local Radio. Despite this not happening, we had some super feedback from 

Miss Ballantyne, one of our 1+ 2 authority officers: ‘The children were confident and enthusiastic!  They 
sounded great!’  Congratulations P7s! 

 

Rag Bag Collection 

A big thank you for all your contributions, we received a cheque for £56.00. This money goes towards 

buying extra resources and treats for the children. 

 

 

 



 

 

Parliament news         
 

 

The Great Outdoors 

UNCRC Article 6: Every child has the right to life. 
We are gathering a good collection of 2 litre plastic bottles. Please keep them coming in so we can 

hopefully build the greenhouse in the spring or summer term.  

 

Whole school charters 

All parliamentary groups are working on a charter for different parts of school, for example assemblies, 

indoor play. Hopefully you will see these displayed around school once the project has been completed 

and charters agreed by all!  

 

P6 have also worked on a charter to ensure children are aware of how to respect their right to play 

(Article 31) and their right to be safe (Article 32) when it snows. The charter agreement says that 

children will respect their right by:  

 Only walking on the gritted pathways 

 Stay in the areas that the adults say are safe 

 Do NOT slide on the ice on purpose 

 Do NOT deliberately push or drag people in case they fall and get hurt 

 Think carefully about the type of games you play. Make sure that the game is 

suitable for the weather conditions. 

 Be extra careful and vigilant with space and people. It is very important to be 

aware of your surroundings. 

 Do NOT throw snowballs at anyone. 

 

P6 also thought of consequences should pupils not follow the agreement:  

 Name on behaviour sheet 
 Writing a reflection sheet over next break or lunch. If your actions hurt someone then you should 

spend your time writing a letter of apology to the person.  

 Phone call home if you make the wrong choice more than once 
 

Please can parents/carers help support us with the agreement by discussing the content with your 

child(ren) and ensuring the agreement is followed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Parent/Carer          

 
UNCR Article 18: Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their child and should always 

consider what is best for the child. 
 

Parentzone Scotland parentzonescotland.com 

Parentzone Scotland is a website to help parents and carers support your child's 

learning. The content on the previous Parentzone website has been updated, with 

information on: 

1. Learning in Scotland – information about the curriculum from early years to 

beyond school;  

2. Learning at home – helpful hints and tips on how parents/carers can support your children’s learning at 

home including literacy, numeracy, health and wellbeing, and science;  

3. Additional support needs – identifying needs, planning support and useful information; 

4. Getting involved - how to get more involved in your children’s school, Parent Councils and information 

from the National Parent Forum of Scotland;  

5. My School - contact details for every primary, secondary and special school in Scotland, information 

on school awards, Journey to Excellence films, links to school websites;  

6. Links to other 

7.  relevant websites. 

Raising Children with Confidence – starts 27th January 2015  

 

The next Raising Children with Confidence course will be held in Mayfield Primary commencing Tuesday 

27th January from 9:15am-11:30am. These sessions are facilitated by Christine Brenan and Tricia Di 

Duca. Further information and enrolment forms are available from the school office or phone Tricia Di 

Duca on 0787 645 7649.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mail.mgfl.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=_3_E7TnkkEu8nhPT9GcpXhQxQxpp_dEI4UgWUnjUv1Cj3304SDtqCslScHhf11gNSrrBlaV04BA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.educationscotland.gov.uk%2fparentzone%2f


 

 
 

Diary                             

 

Date Time Activity Place 

January 2015    

Thursday 15th  9:15 - 12:00 Sportshall Athletics- P7 & P6 Mayfield LC 

Thursday 22nd  9:30 - 12:30 P5/6 Class Trip- Newtongrange Mining Museum  

Friday 23rd    9:00-10:30 Scottish Week Assembly 

 

Assembly Hall 

Thursday 29 9:00-15:15 P7 – Class Trip - Edinburgh Dynamic Earth 

February    

Friday 6th  9:00-10:30 P2 Assembly Assembly Hall 

Friday 13th  9:00-10:30 UNICEF Day for Change Assembly Assembly Hall 

Friday 13th 12:00 & 12:05 Mid Term Break   

Monday 23rd 8:50 All Resume  

Tuesday 24th  9:00-15:00 P4 - Low Level Walk  Roslin Glen 

Wednesday 25th 9:00-15:00 P4 - Low Level Walk  Roslin Glen 

Friday 27th 9:00-10:30 P5 Assembly Assembly Hall 

April     

Wednesday 1st Normal end times Pupils Break   

Monday 20th 8:50 All Resume  

 

  Weekly Clubs/Events 
Monday    

Starts 13-01-15 3:30-4:30 Girls Football Gym/MUGA 

    

07-01-15 to  

11-02-15 

9:00-11:45 P6 Skiing Hillend Ski slope 

07-01-15 to  

18-03-15 

15:30-17:00 P7 – Fast Track Programme NCHS 

 


